May 6, 2008
Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,

“Living in God’s Amazing Grace: Faithful and Bold”

The Western Iowa Synod ELCA will meet in Festival Assembly June 6 and 7, 2008, on the campus of Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. In this packet you will find important information for your assembly experience. The Assembly Spirit and inserts with this letter offer details for time and location of various assembly activities. The assembly reports book outlines the format for plenary sessions and presents the reports needed for informed assembly participation. Please bring these materials with you to the assembly. You will be given a tote bag for this packet and other materials you might choose to pick up.

We will be guests of St. Mary Catholic Parish Friday evening for communion worship. This service will close with recognition of anniversaries of ordination. Rostered leaders celebrating significant anniversaries of ordination are invited to vest in green and process for the service. The assembly concludes with sending worship Saturday evening. 
Assembly check-in begins at 1:00 pm Friday afternoon in the Siebens Forum. Please make this your first stop at assembly to assure voting member status, pick up additional assembly materials, and get your nametag/meal ticket and BVU lodging assignment (if chosen). At assembly check-in rostered leaders will be asked to schedule an appointment for picture taking for an updated synod directory. Voting member orientation will meet in Anderson Auditorium at 3:00. 
Driving directions and information for lodging are included in this mailing and are available on the synod website at www.wisynod.org. Emergency telephone contact during the assembly will be available at 1-800-383-2821 8am-10pm. Campus security for emergencies after hours is 712-749-2500. Travel safely, and may you be richly blessed by this assembly experience.
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