Prayers for Outreach Sunday, September 30, 2007

Western Iowa Synod

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Prayer of the Day for September 30, 2007 (18th Sunday after Pentecost – Lectionary 26.)
From: Sundays and Seasons and Evangelical Lutheran Worship
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

From: Lutheran Book of Worship (Actually uses the 19th Sunday after Pentecost to correspond to the Revised Common Lectionary texts.)

God of love, your know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us: and guide us in the ay of salvation: through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gospel Acclamation for September 30, 2007 (18th Sunday after Pentecost – Lectionary 26.)
From: Sundays and Seasons and Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Alleluia. You know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. Alleluia.
Prayers of Intercession for September 30, 2007 (18th Sunday after Pentecost – Lectionary 26.)
From: Sundays and Seasons

Let us pray for the life of the world, the intentions of all the faithful, and for any in sorrow and 
need.


A brief silence.

We pray for the church, as we give thanks for the gift of the holy scriptures, and especially for Jerome, who translated the Bible into the common tongue. Fill us with praise and wonder as we read sacred stories and listen to your eternal word. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the earth, that we may share of its bounty, mindful of the poor who are hungry at the gate. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for peace in our time and for trust among nations, for calm along borders and for justice through treaties. Help us to live in unity. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all who tend the sick and the dying, for all who research treatment and cures, and for all who refresh those living with depression and physical limitations. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this community of faith, that we might live the gospel with imagination and boldness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other petitions may be offered.
 These petitions are offered as possibilities for Outreach Sunday. Choose from these as they correspond with the theme of worship or otherwise complement the worship message.
We pray in thanksgiving for the bounty bestowed on us as citizens of this great country. As we harvest the bounty that you have provided, keep us safe and secure in our work and help us appreciate your goodness and mercy shown in this bounty. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Also, as we give thanks for the bounty of the harvest, we pray that we use our blessings to alleviate hunger and suffering in the world. Inspire us to care for those less fortunate than we are, and guide us in sharing our bounty of material and spiritual blessings with our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Just as your Son came to serve, lead us in love to reach out to those who receive little comfort or help in our community and in the world. Through us, give hope to the hopeless, love to the unloved, peace to the troubled, and rest to the weary. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Almighty and merciful God, we pray for those who are homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, or with no one to care for them. Make us agents of your grace and mercy to bring help and healing to those broken in body, mind, or spirit that they may have comfort in sorrow, company in loneliness, and a place of comfort, safety and warmth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

O God, you created all people in your image. We thank you for the great variety of races and cultures in our nation and our community. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence in those who are different from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect by our love for all your children. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

On this day on which we recognize the outreach ministries of the Western Iowa Synod, we pray that you will increase the faith and energy of your Church to desire and work for the salvation of all people, that all might be freed from sin and know the hope made possible in the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray that you will continue to bless the ministries of all congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, especially those of the Western Iowa Synod and our sister congregations of our community. Bless especially those congregations involved in shared ministry relationships and those studying sharing ministries that they might be guided by your Spirit in new and exciting ways to serve your people. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
On this day on which we recognize especially the outreach ministries of the Western Iowa, we pray for your special blessings on the members and leaders of these outreach ministries – the multi-cultural ministry of Our Savior’s/Nuestro Salvador in Sioux City, the newly established congregation of Spirit of Life in Sergeant Bluff, and the prison ministries of The Church of the Damascus Road in Fort Dodge and Rockwell City. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
We pray in thanksgiving that you caused the light of your gospel to shine upon us. Extend your mercy now, we pray, that all people who do not know the hope available through Christ Jesus may have this salvation made known to them by our ministries and that all hearts might turn to you through the same Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
We pray that all might experience the happiness of the hope found in your care, that the oppressed might receive justice, that the hungry might be fed, that the prisoner might find freedom, that the blind might see, that those bowed by heavy burdens might be lifted up, that the stranger might be cared for, that the orphan and the widow might be sustained. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer. 
Return to the Intercessory Prayers from Sundays and Seasons.
In thanksgiving we remember those who have died (especially ______________ ), and we pray for the day when we shall stand face to face at the feast that has no end, at the table of the Lamb. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, eternal God, we offer our prayers, trusting your love, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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