Outreach Sunday:
Some thoughts and ideas on the texts for Sunday, September 30, 2007, Proper 21

Psalm 146:

Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner from New Proclamation shares some thoughts on how the Psalm speaks of our “ultimate trust” being in God… “not in princes, rulers, presidents, congressmen and women, governors, and other mortals.”

In this election year coming up and a myriad of faces and voices speaking to us from the TV screen as well as on the road with promises of reform, ending troop involvement in the Middle East, healthcare reform, etc., we need to realize that earthly leaders only bring partial and temporary reform.  

It is interesting that on the TV show “Power of 10”, the question was asked “What percentage of Americans believe that the world would be better off if the United States controlled the whole world?  The answer from the poll was 19%.  I think that this helps us to realize that our whole hope for the problems in the world does not rest in having the right leaders in place. 
“It is God alone who executes justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry, sets prisoners free, restores sight to the blind,  lifts the lowly, watches over strangers, orphans and widows, loves the righteous and ruins the wicked.”  It is God who can change us and through us, as we reach out to others…will change the world. 

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner from New Proclamation writes: “We entered this world from the uterine fluids with no possessions, no land, no jewels, no money markets, no investments, no homes, no clothing.  That is exactly the way we shall exit.  If we have food and clothing while on this earth, we should be content with these.”


She goes on to say that “contentment” is all that we need.  We travel light, knowing that God will provide for us along the way.  When we entangled with love of money and possessions it makes us discontented with what we have and encumbers our journey.  

She states: “If a Christian happens to be rich, she is not to set her hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but to share and be generous with that wealth.”   The message is that from the beginning to the end…God takes care of us and supplies our every need.  This then frees us to reach out with the excess that we have to provide for the needs of others.

Luke 16: 19-31

This is the parable of Lazarus and the rich man.  It is important to note that from the outset…the tables are turned in terms of values.  From the beginning of the story…in the eyes of God…Lazarus has a name.   All the rich man has is his “stuff”.  Pretty sad commentary on a person’s life.  From the beginning it is obvious that Lazarus is the favored one.  

In this life, however, it has appeared to be the opposite.  The rich man has “appeared” to be the blessed one, he has everything, he doesn’t want for anything…while Lazarus has dogs licking his sores and has nothing.  

Then, Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, of New Proclamation, says: “Then both men receive equal treatment: They die.”  Lazarus is carried away by angels to be with Abraham…where he will continue to be in relationship with the one who cared for him in life…the rich man is transported to Hades where he is tormented and dehydrated.  
Still it is interesting to note how the rich man thinks…the same way in death as he did in life.  He wants Lazarus to be his “servant”…to come and bring water and to do menial tasks of quenching his thirst.  He doesn’t get it.

He is reminded by Abraham that things are now reversed.  “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in the like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony” (vs. 25).   And there is now a great chasm between them keeping them apart.

It is even too late for his five brothers.  He pleads for Lazarus to be sent to his brothers so that they might believe and not have to suffer as he is.  But what he doesn’t realize is that still his concern is for himself…his family…those most like him…and not for Lazarus…others in the world…and those least like him.  The promised salvation…that was promised to Abraham…was delivered through the death and resurrection of Jesus and now belonged to Lazarus…is given to us in the community of the church as we reach out into the lives of those around us.  
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