EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

L] L] \
Live genuinely Our role as God’s
means putting your faith into stewards is one Of
action. This is the tangible . .
demonstration of what is sincerely on our hearts many dimensions —
and where our treasure is, not simply a verbal :
expression. The Macedonians set an example that graterI’ .re.?ponSI.bl.e,
Paul called to the attention of the Corinthians. self-sacrlﬁcmg, WI”II‘Ig,
“l am testing the genuineness of your Sharm:g » prop ortionate,
love against the earnestness of others.” committed, regular,
2 Corinthians 8:8 J genuine, and chal- As baptized members
lenged. By generously of the body of Christ, we -
giving of ourselves, we gratefully confess Jesus as Respond
Accept a discover joy in Christ. our Lord and Savior. We — gratefully
Ch allenge “.. you must give as bo[d[y proclaim the gospe[ to what God has first
g M re:\[cognlfzmg tfh?th you have made up your as the Word Of God. We given us. All that we do is a
A faith ynamic nfauure oblour' arn. mind, not reluctantly or . . response to God’s grace.
ot reem e anitee under compulsion, for clearly recognize the gifts Everything we are, have, and use

and our responsibilities. Paul writes,

God Ic,)’ves a cheerful that God has first given us comes from God. Best of all, God
“ : iver.
..[.Ith[e one who sows[sparlgglgy g Corinthians 9:7 through grace, and we gives the gift of Jesus Christ and
will also reap sparingly, and the : . : :
one who sows bountifully will IOYfU”y accept our role and the community of believers. t all

responsibility as stewards. begins with God. Our confession
of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord

Th? followmg pr./nCIples and Savior is not of our doing.
prowde a foundat/on fOI’ the Grateful stewards put God first.

life of a faithful and

also reap bountifully.”
2 Corinthians 9:6
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Obey

responsibly
to glorify God as a faithful proclama-
tion of God’s word. We acknowledge
our faith and show our faith in the
gospel for the glory of God and for the
building up of the body of Christ. This
takes courage. It involves our life-long
obedience, including the ways we treat
our families, others, and ourselves.

“..you glorify God by
your obedience to the
confession of the gospel
of Christ.”

2 Corinthians 9:13

Share

Sacrifice abundantly

pl‘Oportlonately as we have received. The

as Christ sacrificed for us. purpose of these gifts is for

For our sake Jesus gave up the good of the community of God.
everything to make us rich through the We give to build up the body of
cross and the resurrection. We are called Christ. We use and share our gifts for
to sacrifice so others may share in God’s the benefit of all.

word and blessings.
“..and God is able to

“...gave according to provide you with every
their means, and even blessing in abundance,
beyond their means.” so that by always having
2 Corinthians 8:3 enough of everything,

you may share abundantly
in every good work.”
2 Corinthians 9:8

Give
willingly
as moved by the Holy
Spirit. We have been
prepared to give of our-
selves. We give our time, talents,
and resources freely.

Give
proportionately
is our way of giving in relation
to our abundance. We are to give according
to our “means,” not according to an income
or a budget.

“For, as | can testify, they
voluntarily gave...”
2 Corinthians 8:3

“If the eagerness is there, the gift is
acceptable according to what one
has—not according to what one
does not have.”

2 Corinthians 8:12

For more information on stewardship,

please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2767.

Commit
intentionally

means making a state-
ment about your intent
and following through. As members in
the body of Christ, we are asked to
make a commitment of our time,
talents, and resources as a faithful
response to God and as a statement
of support for God’s work.

“..arrange in advance for
this bountiful gift that you
have promised.”

2 Corinthians 9:5

Contribute
regularly

means practicing

our stewardship
on a daily basis. By doing so
this becomes a lifestyle. Paul
instructs us:

“On the first day of
every week, each of
you is to put aside
and save whatever
extra you earn.”
1 Corinthians 16:2




